Initial Release
The National Science Digital Library (NSDL) (http://nsdl.org) officially opened its virtual doors on December 3, 2002 at NSDL Annual meeting in Washington D.C. The National Science Foundation (NSF), through its Division of Undergraduate Education, is funding the development of NSDL over the next 5 years. NSF expects NSDL to become over time the world's largest digital library of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics information resources and services, as well as an online network of learning environments and resources.

This virtual facility is intended to serve the needs of students and teachers at all levels - preK-12, undergraduate, graduate, and life-long learning. It provides an organized, coherent view of a wide variety of interactive learning materials, including data, visualization tools, and other rich resources, which represent both breadth and depth of the subject matter addressed. The library will aid in the discovery of both educational materials and methods of teaching.

NSDL has adopted a strategy of leveraging community resources, and many of the resources that populate NSDL collection come from projects funded under NSDL program and related NSF digital library initiatives. The goal is to include access to as many relevant resources as possible, including both open access and proprietary materials.

This initial release is the first step in the long-term evolution of NSDL, including efforts to tie learning materials to national and state standards and defining new tools and services needed by library users. By providing a structured education layer over the Web, NSDL will eliminate barriers to accessing a wealth of resources, and reveal the excitement of scientific discovery for both educators and learners. 

